Murder is a good indicator of how violent a society is. Twenty-one years into democracy, South Africa could celebrate that murder rates have been on a steady decrease. However, South Africa's latest crime statistics show that murder rates are currently at 32.2 murders per 100,000 persons.
1 These rates are still five times higher than the global average, with areas such as Khayelitsha reporting a rate of 150-200 murders per 100,000 persons.
2 This is among the highest rates anywhere in world for a country at peace.
The normalisation of violence is prevalent in all aspects of society. A poly victimisation study done in a working class urban community in Cape Town found that out of 617 adolescents between the ages of 12-15 years 98.9 per cent had witnessed community violence, 68.9 per cent had seen someone get shot in their neighourhood, and shockingly 47.7 per cent had seen a dead body in a street (Kaminer et al 2013) .
Against this backdrop South Africa is rapidly urbanizing. It is projected that by 2030, 70 per cent of South Africa's population will be living in cities and towns, and primarily in informal settlements (Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 2015) . Exacerbating this trend is the fact that urban areas in South Africa continue to be hampered by the legacy of racial segregation, poverty and exclusion, from social and economic opportunities (Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 2015). In addition, family disintegration is occurring at alarming rates coupled with the impact of migrant labour from rural areas to urban areas. The prospects are thus dire if no proper planning is put in place to accommodate the rate of urbanization.
Development approaches are therefore central to addressing the crime and violence risk factors associated with urbanisation. A development approach requires attention to all risk factors associated with the crime and violence from the individual, family, community and structural position. For example, building resilience would be a central approach to addressing individual risk factors, while the formalization of informal spaces could address risk factors associated with the community by way of environment design.
In response, South Africa has developed a rich and progressive policy framework to guide efforts in crime and violence This special edition profiles four articles on crime and violence prevention in South Africa. Each article provides a lens to examine questions that continue to challenge us. The risks of target hardening and the unintended consequences of isolation on risk; non-state efforts and the risks of vigilantism; the challenges of measuring the impact of crime and violence prevention efforts that ultimately compete for the same funds.
In the first article, by Monique Marks from the Urban Futures Centre at the Durban University of Technology and Chris Overall from the Durban Metropolitan Police, investigates the impact high walls (or fortresses) in suburbs of Durban have on policing and safety and security. This paper sets out to investigate whether solid walls are in fact an aid or hindrance to policing and security management.
Gail Super from the Centre for Criminology at the University of Cape Town writes on the complex subject of non-state actors and vigilantism in informal urban communities, on the outskirts of Cape Town. Against the glaring shortcomings of the criminal justice system, she examines why vigilantism or mob justice serves as means of governance by which the community pursues justice.
The third article is co-authored by Tali Cassidy, Richard Matzopoulos, Melikaya Ntsingwa and Jakub Galuszka. The authors investigate the appropriate methodologies for evaluating the impact of multi disciplinary safety interventions in informal urban communities.
The final article for this special edition is by Tariro Mutongwizo, Lezanne Leoschut and Patrick Burton from the Centre for Justice and Crime Prevention. They explore the challenges of partnerships and measuring the impact of social crime and violence prevention interventions in environments that are characterized by resource and data constraints.
At a time when the world debates the inclusion of 'safety' and 'justice' as development goals, the lessons provided by these papers are import internationally, and especially for South Africa. Fifteen years after the adoption of the National Crime Prevention Strategy, South Africa still grapples with the challenges of implementation but increasingly line ministries are recognizing and responding. The Department of Social Development adopted the Integrated Social Crime Prevention
